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TREATMENT CHAOS BWCA CLOSES TOO NEW BUS RULES AG’S MOTHER DIES 
Dozens of experiments, Wilderness bars visitors Metro Transit says 10-rider Keith Ellison loses his 
but no central strategy. until May 4 due to virus. limit, suggests masks. mother to COVID-19. 
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Virus poses 
a threat to 
multiple 
vital organs 


By LENNY BERNSTEIN, 
CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON, 
SARAH KAPLAN and LAURIE 
MCGINLEY ¢ Washington Post 


The new coronavirus kills 
by inflaming and clogging 
the tiny air sacs in the lungs, 
choking off the body’s oxygen 
supply until it shuts down the 
organs essential for life. 

But clinicians around the 
world are seeing evidence 
that suggests the virus also 
may be causing heart inflam- 
mation, acute kidney disease, 
neurological malfunction, 
blood clots, intestinal dam- 
age and liver problems. That 
development has complicated 
treatment for the most severe 
cases of COVID-19, the illness 
caused by the virus, and makes 
the course of recovery less cer- 
tain, they said. 

The prevalence of these 
effects is too great to attribute 
them solely to the “cytokine 
storm,” a powerful immune- 
system response that attacks the 
body, causing severe damage, 
doctors and researchers said. 

Almost half the people hos- 
pitalized because of COVID-19 
have blood or protein in their 
urine, indicating early dam- 
age to their kidneys, said Alan 
Kliger, a Yale University School 
of Medicine nephrologist who 
co-chairs a task force assist- 
ing dialysis patients who have 
COVID-19. 

Even more alarming, he 
added, is early data that shows 
14% to 30% of intensive care 
patients in New York and 

See VIRUS on A7 > 
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Dan Cates, of Regions Hospital, demonstrated how N95 masks will be sterilized by using ultraviolet light. 


Innovation stretches mask supply 


Story by JEREMY OLSON and CHRISTOPHER SNOWBECK œ Photo by DAVIDJOLES œ Star Tribune staff 


Hospitals are using ultraviolet decontamination to 
stretch their supply of high-filtration N95 masks that 
protect doctors and other caregivers amid the COVID- 
19 pandemic, which to date has caused 87 deaths and 
1,809 lab-confirmed infections in Minnesota. 

M Health Fairview hospitals now allow N95s to 
be reused up to six times if they are decontaminated 
after each use and remain intact — which dramati- 
cally increases its capacity of personal protective 


equipment, or PPE. 


“We're hopeful we can get at least two times [more 
use out of masks] or up to six times, somewhere in 
that range,” said Dr. Abraham Jacob, M Health Fair- 


A BURIAL, 
THEN A BIRTH 


Story by BRIANA BIERSCHBACH eœ Photo by GLEN STUBBE 
Star Tribune staff 


Even as things were getting 
really bad, Cassie Bonstrom’s 
mom would text her not to 
worry. This is the natural order, 
she told her. People live and 
then they die. Babies are born. 
Ifshe was going to worry about 
anything, it should be the baby. 

At almost nine months 
pregnant, that’s all Bonstrom 
imagined she would be wor- 
rying about. But nothing about 
the new world was typical. 

Her mom, Susan Jack, had 
contracted COVID-19, the 


suburban Bloomington, had 
already been to the brink of 
death once before and came 
back. But there was something 
more sinister about this virus, 
which by then had already 
killed tens of thousands of 
people in places far away from 
Bloomington. 

At home, the news said the 
number of positive cases was 
growing and spreading to every 
corner of the state. The first 
reported deaths were coming 
in, but officials warned that 


view’s chief quality officer. 

A PPE shortage has been a grave concern for Min- 
nesota health officials as they predicted the course of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which is caused by a new, 
highly infectious coronavirus to which nobody ini- 
tially had immunity. Nurses have voiced concerns 
as well about a shortage, but also about the safety of 
reusing decontaminated masks. 

Gov. Tim Walz unveiled wide-ranging estimates 
last week, including that Minnesota could run out of 
PPE at the peak of the state’s outbreak this summer. 
The governor said he is feeling more confident this 

See EQUIPMENT on A7 > 
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Grants are 
smaller, 

slower due 
to demand 


By JEFFREY MEITRODT 
jeffmeitrodt@startribune.com 


Two weeks after small-busi- 
ness owners were supposed to 
start receiving $10,000 disas- 
ter grants from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, the 
coronavirus-related relief is 
finally flowing. 

But it could be weeks before 
some companies receive their 
funds, and the checks may 
be significantly smaller than 
expected, according to Rob 
Scott, the SBA‘s regional admin- 
istrator for Minnesota and five 
other Midwestern states. 

“There has been a historic 
level of demand for this help,” 
Scott said. “We are doing every- 
thing we can as an agency to 
get those funds into people’s 
hands, if they qualify, as soon 
as possible.” 

The disaster grants are 
part of two key aid programs 
aimed at helping small busi- 
nesses survive the coronavi- 
rus-induced recession. The 
other program provides loans 
of up to $10 million to compa- 
nies with 500 or fewer employ- 
ees. President Donald Trump 
has called on Congress to add 
$250 billion to the $349 billion 

See BUSINESS on A10 > 


Landscape 
of criminal 
justice shifts 


By LIBOR JANY, LIZ SAWYER 
and MARYJO WEBSTER 
Star Tribune staff 


Arrests and traffic stops are 
plummeting across the Twin 
Cities, while the number of 
people locked in Hennepin 
and Ramsey county jails has 
dropped by nearly half. 

In a matter of weeks, the 
coronavirus has brought pro- 
found changes to how commu- 
nities are policed, who is pros- 
ecuted and who goes to prison 
— creating an opportunity for 
reforms that local civil rights 
groups and criminal justice 
activists say are long overdue. 

Michelle Gross, of the group 
Communities United Against 
Police Brutality, said organiza- 
tions like hers have for years 
called for some of the changes 
now being considered, includ- 
ing pulling back on arrests for 
nonviolent crimes like burglar- 


disease caused by the corona- the worst was yet to come. ies and drug offenses. 

virus. Jack, 69, who lived in See FAMILY on A6> Days after her mother, Susan Jack, died, Cassie Bonstrom gave birth to a girl, Harley Sue. See REFORMS on A6> 
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overshadowed by virus. A2 loyal during shutdown. B1 


fell short, sales plummet. D1 
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If ever we needed to get lost in a musical: Our critic lists his 
Top 7 to watch while we're all getting plenty of home time. T1 
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